THE AUTHENTIC  BIOGRAPHY OF  COLONEL BECK
possible for the Poles in Posen to make some progress
in circumventing the law for a period at least by using
some of its own provisions to defeat itself. In Russia,
on the other hand, there was a great overpowering,
lawless, absolutely brutal, and heartless Power enveloping
the high-minded patriot on every side. It could never
be placated or circumvented. And so it was that as
has already been shown, Pilsudski felt that Russia
was the great enemy and that the power of
Russia could only be broken by a defeat in a major
war.
In Austrk the case was absolutely different. There
the Pole could prepare himself for the day of his country's
resurrection by practice in the art of government. He
could be a member of central or local public bodies.
He could learn something of public finance. The elder
Beck was not the man to lose such facilities as these
and accordingly we find that he soon secured employment
in the Polish Provincial local government* He was
evidently a man who made a good use of his chances
and opportunities.
Still that did not mean that he had abated aught of
his old revolutionary fervour. He was appointed
secretary of the Limanowa County Council and after-
wards Director of the local Loan and Credit Society;
but despite the cares of official existence, he and his
family found means of extending their patriotic activities
throughout all the otitlying districts. One dramatic